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We have had several recent projects across the country that has had issues with the fastening of the
metal deck to steel joists. Sometimes it is the type of steel joists and how the steel flange is
constructed, and other times it is the actual installation of the fastening system. Many times,
we see the powder-actuated fasteners not fully engaged into the steel deck, on angle, and too close
to the edge of the steel. We have also seen the wrong fastener into thicker structural steel. This

bulletin will discuss our lessons learned and what is a correct installation of the PAF’s.
Ben Dykstra—Senior Quality Manager & Corey Zussman, AIA, NCARB - Director of Quality Management
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Make sure that we perform a Quality Pre-installation meeting
with the installing contractor’s Foreman and the Hilti
Representative, going over the proper installation methods.
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